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More than 800 turn out in support of cancer research
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Article Text:
IN PURSUIT OF A CURE : Participants in the Cancer Center of Santa Barbara's Walk/Run event may

move at their own pace, but all chase the same goal

When two-year-old Jeffrey Zamora lost his battle with leukemia, his father wanted to make sure no other parent

in this world would have to go through the same traumatic heartbreak his family had gone through.

"Not a single day goes by that I don't think about him," said his father, Jeff Zamora, "every decision I make I
always think if he would be proud of me." The young boy battled the disease for nine months before he passed

away, shortly after celebrating his second birthday.

"People need to know how devastating it is and how important it is to raise money for cancer research," Mr.

Zamora said. "We need to find a cure for this."

At the 19th annual Cancer Center of Santa Barbara's Walk/Run event on Sunday, Mr. Zamora led his team,

which was aptly named "Running for Jeffrey," to first place in the 5-kilometer race.

When Mr. Zamora started to run for his son in 2008, he had 10 people running next to him. Now in his fourth
year, over 70 friends and family gave their support: as runners, as cheerleaders, or simply just being there for

emotional support.

Wearing a hand-printed T-shirt with an adorable picture of his son in the front, Mr. Zamora said there was
nothing tougher than losing a child. He has a twin son and daughter, Jordan and Thalia, and they both share the

name "Jeffrey" as their middle name.

"They are only two years old now, but they know who their brother is," Mr. Zamora said. "We will tell them more

as they get older. He will have a large impact on their lives and we will keep his memory alive."

The Cancer Center of Santa Barbara has remained the leader of comprehensive outpatient cancer treatment with
personnel from some of the nation's prestigious medical programs, the latest technology and patient support
programs. The Center offers more than 20 trials annually to local residents, a benefit not afforded by all cancer

treatment facilities.
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All funds raised from the event will benefit the Clinical Research Program, which studies new cancer treatments

and makes them available to adult and pediatric patients in the Santa Barbara Community.

Among 40 teams, more than 800 runners and walkers joined to fight for the cause this year. One of those groups
included Julie Main's team, which was started in 2009 in memory and honor of Julie and her passion for exercise

as a means of living well in the face of cancer.
"This is an event Julie spent the most time and energy in," said her younger sister, Lori Harris.

"There are so many people here today that Julie had helped,” Ms. Harris said, "I was always with her when she was

doing it (the event). I was always there to support her. So it's really good to see her legacy going."

Even after going through aggressive treatments, surgeries and battling metastatic disease, Ms. Main worked
tirelessly as a champion for the Cancer Center, encouraged people to exercise to maintain a healthy lifestyle and

was a firm advocate for the fundraising event to raise awareness and educate the community.

By collaborating with the center's wellness department, she helped develop the annual walk and run training
program. Now in its 12th year, the program has enabled over 350 cancer patients and community members to
exercise together with a common goal.

Ms. Main's mother, Diane Baskin, said to be part of the fundraiser felt bittersweet.

"It's more (slanted) toward sweet because Julie was such an inspiration to so many people, both within the
community and internationally,” Ms. Baskin said. "She carried her program all over the world; it feels good to see
the people here today."

"I can feel her spirit," she said with a smile.

The family also initiated the Julie Main Inspiration of Hope Award in 2009, to honor a cancer patient who

exemplified what she stood for: courage, perseverance and hope.

So when breast cancer survivor Kate Ocean heard her name called to receive the award this year, the first thing

that crossed her mind was, "Oh my god, I'm in trouble."

"This is my red-carpet moment," Ms. Ocean said. "This is my most-honored moment in my life and I don't think

I'll ever feel this way again."
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Ms. Ocean was diagnosed with breast cancer in 2006, and after going through several treatments, including

chemotherapy, she thought that was the end of it.
In 2009, she found out the cancer has returned and metastasized in her bones.

But after going through her "deer in the headlights” moment, she said cancer was something people get, not what

people want.
"There are so many blessings that come from having cancer,” Ms. Ocean said. "I had so much support from the
community and honestly, without that support both physically and emotionally, I don't think I would have

survived."

Ms. Ocean stood at the sidelines and cheered for her fellow fighters, but she was determined to be a walker for

next year's event.

"We want people to know there's life during and after cancer," said Ms. Ocean. "You can have a great life. T have a

great life. People identify themselves too often as the victim. You have a name, you have an identity.
"Don't ever let cancer define who you are."

Harriet Burke, a two-time breast cancer survivor who just celebrated her 80th birthday, also shared the same

passion and determination for life.

"I did the walking training for two weeks," Ms. Burke said. "I knew I could do it. I started walking a mile first then

I started to walk more.

"The hardest part (about cancer) was knowing my body gave up on me," she said. "(There was) the fear of not

knowing if I had a future. But you have to believe you can do it (beat cancer),
"(Other) people's belief that I can do it helped me through.”
Since the event's inception in 1993, over $2 million has been raised in support of local cancer research.

For more information, call 682-7300 or log onto www.ccsb.org.
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